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Introduction 
The Executive Administrative Team of SouthLake Christian Academy has established plans for safe, on-
campus instruction this academic year. As with last academic year, our plans intend to mitigate risk and 
balance the spiritual and educational needs of our students with the health and safety needs of the 
entire community. We also know that we have an obligation to the common good, to love our neighbors 
as we love ourselves. With these principles in mind, we will keep our plans flexible, our operations 
nimble, and our eyes attentive to changing circumstances. 
 
How We Make COVID-Related Decisions 
When setting safety protocols, we evaluate the following:  

• Recommendations by local, regional, state, and federal health officials 
• Guidance from a task force of medical professionals associated with our school 
• The number of COVID-19 cases in the primary zip codes that feed our school 
• The percentage of COVID-19 cases in our area affecting children ages 0-17 
• The best available scientific evidence regarding the transmission and virulency COVID and its 

most prevalent strains 
• The best available scientific evidence regarding the effectiveness of COVID prevention measures 

and their associated costs and risks 
• Our capacity to identify COVID cases in our school community and follow contact tracing and 

quarantine protocols to contain viral transmission 
• Transparency and cooperation from teachers, parents, and students sufficient to operate safely 

 
First, we attend carefully to health guidance from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the North 
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS), and the Mecklenburg County Health 
Department (MCHD). Additionally, the Governor of North Carolina and the North Carolina Department 
of Non-public Instruction issue guidance, recommendations, and/or mandates to which we must attend. 
These agencies update their guidance regularly, but sometimes in ways that conflict with other agencies.  
 
Second, we try whenever possible to make decisions based on conditions in the primary zip codes that 
feed our school. Conditions in Mecklenburg County or NC as a whole can, at any given moment, be 
significantly better or worse than conditions in our primary zip codes.  
 
Third, to help us review this ever-changing volume of data and make the best decisions for SouthLake, a 
team of medical professionals associated with our school review all proposed COVID protocols. In the 
end, our Executive Administrative Team makes final decisions, seeking to balance the medically ideal 
with the educationally feasible. We will continually assess current conditions adjust our safety protocols 
as needed. 
 
We always aim to find a path between the extremes of panic and denial. We will assess risks in a 
reasonable way without being paralyzed by fear or pretending the pandemic is over. We will adopt the 
safety measures necessary to keep our students learning in person, on our campus, as safely as possible. 
We know not everyone will agree with every decision we make. We appreciate the cooperation of all 
our families nonetheless, and we recognize that as a part of a diverse community, we must operate with 
mutual trust and transparency to be successful. Our children deserve nothing less. 
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Executive Administrative Team 
Matthew Kerlin, Head of School 
Rebekah Leonard, Associate Head of School 
Becky Makla, Upper School Head 
Jennifer Thomas, Middle School Head 
Mark Apgar, Lower School Head  
 
School Attendance 
For the 2021-2022 academic year, students will be allowed 5 absences for semester-long classes and 10 
absences for year-long classes, twice the number of allowed absences from last year. Should a student 
contract COVID-19 or be required to quarantine, we will provide online instruction and suspend normal 
attendance policies provided we receive proper documentation. 
 
If online instruction becomes necessary, students will be expected to participate fully unless illness 
prohibits it. In cases of illness, we will provide grace and reassurance, doing our best to help students 
make up any work missed. The school may make additional changes to policies for assignments, grading, 
and exams as needed to effectively facilitate any necessary online learning. 
 
Health Screening, Hand Washing, Cleaning 
Parents should be familiar with COVID-19 symptoms, including: 

• Sore throat, runny nose, congestion 
• Upset stomach, nausea, diarrhea, vomiting 
• Recent loss of taste or smell 
• Headache or unusual fatigue 
• Cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing 
• Fever above 100.1, chills, muscle pain 

 
Students with any of these symptoms should stay home and seek medical attention from a physician to 
determine whether a COVID-19 test is needed. A signed commitment to this effect appears on the final 
page of this document. 
 
We will make time in our daily schedule for students to wash their hands on a regular basis. All 
bathrooms will be equipped with both electric dryers and paper towel dispensers. All surfaces used in 
class will be cleaned between classes with a hypo-allergenic cleaning solution approved by the CDC to 
kill viruses and bacteria. Students with chemical allergies should notify our school nurse. 
 
Face Coverings/Masks 
Mask usage in public and private schools is governed by the North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services (NCDHHS) as outlined in the Public Health Toolkit found here. In accordance with the 
NCDHHS and other public health agencies, our mask guidelines are as follows: 
 

• We will start this fall with all students, staff, and campus visitors wearing masks when indoors 
and on buses. We will begin to relax this requirement as soon as conditions allow us to do so 
safely.  

• Vaccinated teachers may deliver lessons unmasked when at a distance, and then mask as they 
move closer to students.  
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• When engaged in strenuous aerobic activity indoors, students they may remove their masks. 
• Those with a documented medical condition making masks unsafe to wear may request an 

exemption from our policy with a written recommendation from their primary care physician. 
• We will provide students with mask breaks as often as needed. 
• We will provide washable cotton/poly masks for each student who has need. Students may also 

use their own CDC approved two-ply re-usable masks if they fully cover the nose and chin and 
visible markings on the mask conform with school dress-code standards. 

• Reusable masks should be washed and hung to dry after each day of use. 
 
Classrooms 
We have established a maximum capacity for each classroom on campus that allows us to separate 
students by approximately 6 feet from nose to nose in each classroom. Most Hampton Hall classrooms 
will seat 18 or fewer students. Most Wilcox classrooms will seat 16 or fewer students. First Building 
classrooms seat between 12 and 18 students. School HVAC systems have been adjusted to provide 
maximum air circulation and filtration and classroom doors and windows may remain open as weather 
and security precautions allow. 
 
Lunch 
Our Hot Lunch Program allows students to pre-order food from area vendors who prepare and package 
meals off campus and deliver to SouthLake. We keep the food warm and serve it to students during 
designated mealtimes. To minimize crowds in our lunchroom, we will deliver lunches to classrooms for 
students in grades JK-6. Students in grades 7-12 will go to get their lunches from the Lower Level of 
Hampton Hall. Students will eat outside whenever possible.  
 
Because some students have food allergies to nuts and nut-based products, each classroom will have 1-2 
desks that are designated nut free and marked accordingly. Students with nut allergies should always sit 
at a nut free desk in each classroom they use. Teachers will monitor to be sure that only nut free meals 
and snacks are consumed at nut free desks. Some classes with students having a severe nut allergy may 
be asked to bring only nut-free snacks at the discretion of the teacher and our school nurse. 
 
Technology for Online Instruction 
SouthLake Christian Academy is prepared to provide online instruction when necessary. Online 
instruction involves three primary platforms. 
 

1. Renweb is our school information management system where you access student 
information, schedules, class resources, and grades. 

2. Google Classroom is a free online class content manager that integrates with Renweb and 
facilitates assignment creation, grading, testing, and file sharing. 

3. Zoom is a free online video conferencing tool. Zoom meetings require a meeting ID and 
password. For security purposes, students and parents entering a Zoom meeting should use 
their real names as they appear in Renweb.  

 
Other online platforms may be used as curriculum dictates and we will provide training for parents and 
students as needed. If parents or students have a technological need, they should contact the 
Technology Help Desk at slcahelpdesk@gmail.com. During school hours, a member of the Tech Team 
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will typically respond to your request for assistance within a few minutes. After-hours responses may 
sometimes take longer. 
 
Bus and School Travel 
We will continue to provide bus service to and from school each day. All drivers and passengers are 
expected to wear masks while on our buses, including athletic travel. When weather allows, buses will 
travel with windows open to allow maximum ventilation. 
 
Quarantine and Contact Tracing 
If a student or employee is exposed to COVID-19, we will follow these protocols for contact tracing and 
quarantine: 

• If you have been fully vaccinated or had COVID within the last 90 days, you will not need to 
quarantine due to exposure so long as you remain symptom free. 

• Those who have had COVID within the last 90 days do not have to quarantine. 
• In low-risk exposure scenarios, those who test positive for COVID antibodies may not have to 

quarantine. 
• Unvaccinated individuals who are close contacts (those within 6 feet for 15 minutes or longer) of 

a positive individual will need to quarantine except in certain situations when the contact was 
low-risk and masks were worn properly. 

• Unvaccinated individuals who are close contacts of someone awaiting medically necessary test 
results will need to quarantine. 

• You may be released from quarantine to return to school 7 days from the date of the last known 
exposure if you have a confirmed negative lab test at least 5 days after exposure and you are 
symptom free. 

• You may be released from quarantine 10 days from the date of the last known exposure if 
symptom free but do not receive a COVID-19 test. 

• If you test positive for COVID, you may be released from quarantine and return to school 10 days 
from the onset of symptoms if fever-free for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication. 

• If you test positive for COVID and have no symptoms, you may be released from quarantine and 
return to school 10 days from the date of a positive test. 

• After a positive test, a subsequent negative test will not shorten quarantine. 
 
If you have any questions about a possible exposure, positive test, or quarantine, please contact our 
school nurse Elizabeth Metzger at emetzger@southlakechristian.org or 704-949-2222. 
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SouthLake Christian Academy Campus COVID Plan - Signed Covenant of Cooperation 

 
We have read and understand the contents of SouthLake Christian Academy’s Campus COVID Plan – 
2021-2022. We understand that COVID-19 is a dangerous and potentially deadly disease. We understand 
that COVID-19 is contagious and spread primarily by human-to-human contact. We understand the 
symptoms of COVID-19 include congestion, sore throat, runny nose, recent loss of taste or smell, 
worsening cough, shortness of breath, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, fever, muscle aches, unusual fatigue, 
and other less common symptoms. We commit to keep our children home from school should they 
present any of these symptoms and to seek medical advice concerning the need for a COVID-19 test. 
Should my child test positive for COVID-19, we agree that we will notify the school immediately so the 
school can help my child shift to online instruction and begin confidential contact tracing as needed to 
protect the health of other students and families. 
 
We understand that health practices such as those outlined in this document may help to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. We agree to support these mitigation efforts by asking my child or children to 
participate cooperatively in these practices while at school as instructed by teachers and school 
administrators.  
 
We understand that although SouthLake Christian Academy has put into place preventative measures to 
reduce the risks of disease transmission, no measures can completely eliminate the risk of exposure to 
COVID-19 while participating in school-related activities. Having enrolled in SouthLake Christian 
Academy voluntarily, we understand and acknowledge these risks and agree to assume these risks on 
behalf of our children for the 2020-2021 academic year. We agree that we will not hold SouthLake 
Christian Academy, its officers, directors, employees, agents, and representatives liable for damages 
caused by COVID-19.  
 
Printed Student Name(s): ___________________________________________________________  
 
 
Grade(s): _______________________________________ Date: ____________________________ 
 
 
Printed Parent Name(s): ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature(s): ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
This signed covenant should be returned to SouthLake Christian Academy on or before the first day of 
school. You may scan and email the document to Allison Burnham at aburnham@southlakechristian.org, 
deliver to the school in person, or send by mail prior to Friday August 13, 2021. Thank you for your 
attention to these details and your cooperation. 


